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This little book is most
sincerely dedicated to
my incredible family and
friends who encouraged
me, supported me,
consoled me, believed in
me and ultimately helped
make my dream
possible.

David Skelley
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Chapter One "atomic garage”
July 1985 to January 1987
3770 Park Bl. San Diego, CA.

Chapter Two "growing up”
January 1987 to May 1997
3795 Park BIl. San Diego, CA.

Chapter Three "refining”
July 1997 to July 2007
2040 India St. San Diego, CA.

Chapter Four "home at last

September 2007 to July 2010
2475 Kettner Bl. San Diego, CA
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Boomerang's entry circa 2007



Introduction

This book is a personal retrospective and celebration of the evolution of my mid-century
design shop, "Boomerang for modern," from July 1985 to July 2010. For some time | had
been collecting interesting fifties modern and post-war atomic-inspired items. | found the
use of creative new materials (for the time) paired with ingenious designs, textures and
finishes thrilling for me to discover. | had to learn more about these things and the people
who created them. Furnishing my apartment with these items was a passion and when my
collection got out of control, | figured opening a shop was a way to continue collecting that
would make sense for me. Besides, | always wanted to own my own business and here
was my chance. When | first envisioned a shop of my own, | knew | wanted to present
something very different, fun and unique to San Diego. Something engaging that would
evolve while holding true to my original concept. In many ways, something that reached
further than its four walls. | also felt it should fill a social need as a gathering place for
interested people to exchange ideas and experiences. Needless to say, due to the
products sold, | found this the tiniest niche and the customer base equally tiny. Staying
afloat would be a challenge! As most people didn't yet "get it" | felt | needed to create my
own customer through promotion and education. And | must say the folks who patronize
this establishment tend to be the most interesting, educated, classy and unique people |
have ever met.

In the beginning, mid-century modern was not yet on the public's radar screen and | had
litle competition in the search for inventory. After a few years, all of a sudden it was hip
and new competitors were out there scouring the estate sales, flea markets and auctions.
Finding appropriate items became a huge challenge. These days, most pieces come via
phone calls and e-mail inquiries, usually from the original owners. This has the additional
benefit of the stories that go with the items and it also explains the great condition of most
things | sell.

Over the years Boomerang has established an international cast of customers and friends.
Items purchased here have found their ways into homes around the world. Very satisfying.

David Skelley
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Chapter One "atomic garage”
3770 Park BI. (July 1985 to January 1987)

A tiny 9’x11’ former garage space at the charming but somewhat
dilapidated Egyptian Court Apartments became Boomerang’s
first location on July 25th, 1985. Built in the early 1920’s, the
complex was designed in the then popular “Egyptian Revival”
architectural style, a tribute to the discovery of King Tut's
tomb. After many years of waiting tables and doing garage
sales on the weekends, it seemed it was time for me to do
something on my own and worthwhile with the wild lamps,
streamlined toasters and space-age clocks that | had been
collecting. Opening a new shop seemed like a good idea. The
space fit my needs for getting my feet wet as it was conveniently

located across the street from my apartment and the rent was



only $75.00 per month. A struggle? A big fat YES! Even though
it was gaining popularity in major cities around the world, this
post-war modern thing was not yet on San Diego’s radar. | really
had my work cut out promoting mid-century design. To attract
attention, | put a mint-green washing machine with pink
mannequin legs sticking out in front of the shop every day.

| went as far as dressing in period clothes and playing vintage
LP’s in the shop. As difficult as it was in the early days, | decided
that | was not going to give up and return to waiting tables; | was
going to see it through and make it work somehow. Happily it
was unique enough that | was at least able to capture the
interest of the print and television media. People in the business
responded immediately and have remained great friends and
associates to this day. There were a few other shops that

started around the same time and handled similar merchandise,



though each had their own styles and approaches. You may
remember the pioneering Michael Dunsford Gallery (1981),
followed by Inside, Metro, Divine Decadence and Papyrus. All
are long gone but helped pave the way and are remembered
with respect and warmth.

In the early days | was still struggling with the name. | wanted a
name that was fun to say as well as write. One that sounded
successful, was memorable, and if possible was early in the
alphabet and so early on any lists. Two other names |
considered were Galaxy 500 and Atomic Planet! First it was just
plain Boomerang named for the iconic and cliché design motif of
the fifties. A few months later it was Boomerang Fifties
Fabulous. Then it went to Boomerang Décor and then
Boomerang mid-century. | finally landed on the current

“Boomerang for modern” several years later, which is a small



tribute to Edward
Wormley and
“Dunbar for
modern.” After a
year and a half of
selling Rocket Ship
inspired lamps and
sparkly Kidney Bean
shaped coffee
tables, a larger
space became
available across the
street just below my
apartment! Itwas a
huge and frightening
decision but | felt |
had to make

the leap.
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2  Part 11/Tuesday, June 17, 1986 |
el b oo i A R i e,

SAN DIEGO COUNTY DIGES}

Ang
Advertising art — A bicyclist seems unaware of a
hing machine with legs on Park Boulevard in front of
Boomerang secondhand store. Own yavid Skelley
the 1957 Maytag out front eight months ago.




Previous page; the mannequin legs caught the eye of an
LA Times journalist in 1986.
Above iy atypical day at Boomerang circar 1985.
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Maxine; one of three
shop mannequing, is
getting ready for a
picnic at the beach: The
early windows were
always playful and had
a humorous theme:
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Above s a selection of the merchandise circar 1986.
Those days most idtems came from garage sales; thrift
shops and swap meety. It wsually took LOTS of work to-
make them saleable:  Kitchen clocks; plastic radios;
fiberglass shaded lamps, a Saturw coffee urvy wrought
on stands; aremote juke box and Bakelite jewelery were
the picks of the day.



"With religious intensity | scour the yellow pages for mid-20th Century shops. It’s
one of the first things | do once my partner, Peter, and | settle into the hotel room.
He is here for a conference. | am here on a mission.

The next day, | grab a cab. A place called Boomerang sounds promising. The cab
leaves me at the corner of Kalmia and Kettner. | walk a few steps, find myself in
front of the display window of Boomerang, and peer into the shop. | get giddy.

This is going to be wonderful!

Good design and quality will sell itself. But there was a man named David, the shop
owner, who met my questions regarding price -- or history, with such warmth,
knowledge, and good conversation that | returned to the shop later that day
(important things cannot wait until tomorrow), with Peter in tow.

Peter and | live in Brussels, Belgium. That is the final destination for the Herman
Miller, Eames designed, DTM-10 (Dining Table Metal), and the four white fiberglass
side chairs with original Eiffel tower bases we purchased at Boomerang.

Brussels is also where you will find a hearty recommendation, fond memories, and
anticipation of future visits to a mid-20th Century shop in San Diego called
Boomerang."

Charles & Peter



"At auction years ago, | bought a mid-century desk that we believed to be from the
offices of Alcoa. David saw it; years later he called me, having found a version of
the same desk with a larger wood top, not the smaller white formica top desk | had.
Nothing escapes his mid-century brain. Now we have the executive version and the
associate version of these big aluminum sided desks.

And finally, | completed my Malcolm Leland Space Bank collection at David's. All
three spacemen sit proudly on my desk."

Alan J.






3795 Park Bl. (January 1987 to May 1997)

The second shop was positively enormous by comparison, 1,000
square feet. It was overwhelming to me. So much so that |
invited Kal Powers, a good friend who had expressed interest, to
share the space. She was thrilled. We had a great time fixing up
and selling the pieces we had found at various sales though it
was still a real struggle. Eventually the dogbone sofas and
atomic-inspired kitsch items were replaced by the timeless
classic designs from the era. | was growing and learning along
with the rest of the world about real rib-stickin’ classic modern
design and it felt great to really zoom in on my chosen
niche. Though you have to remember these were pre-internet

days and information was not so easy to come by.



It was rather dicey at times researching these (then unknown
and mostly forgotten) items. There were no auction records to go
by, no eBay or Craig’s List to compare pricing. It all had to be
done on the fly, mostly at the library by thumbing through old
books as new books on the subject were yet to be published.

Kal eventually moved to Los Angeles to start an upholstery
business so | invited former co-worker Jeff Spence to share the
space. During this time, the mid-century modern movement was
beginning to catch on. You were now seeing ads with lanky
models splayed out in colorful Jacobsen Egg chairs or movies
using these iconic pieces in their set designs. Finally validation
in a strange way! It was then that the public really started to
make the connection and realize there were sources to acquire
these items here in San Diego. Early in 1993 | learned that

Herman Miller was about to reintroduce some of their



The San Diego Union/Charles Sta

Bringing back ‘“‘fun” furniture from what they call the
Golden Age of the 1950s are David Skelley and Kal Powers.

Furniture:

seen from

Continued from B-1

humored then; and the boo
comes back to tickle us now,
says.

“It’s a cult,” says Pow

“An acquired tast
In their previous, se

said not bad and then pro-
it good and paid.

“To dislike 1950s furniture is to
dislike Wally Cleaver, my idol
Skelley, a high priest defyin,

i 0 toss dead cats into his

1 character in

It to Bea-

ed The

ng room ting back

to the dark ages before The Golden

My parents had this white sec-
tional sofa which, thank God, they
finally have gotten rid of, after 50
3 i Powers.

Says Skelleyy “I grew up with

Fortune
nifty ’50s

Early American Maple and lots of
ruffled lamp shades. Our living room
looked like the setting for a really
boring play

He says he was jealous of friends
“Their folks had lamps that looked
like rocket ships.” Lamps that
launched the 1950s

The pair say 1980s furniture lacks
the boomerang flair. “It's generic

zed Boomerang across the
street. To the bigger he has
brought top-load-
ing - Maytag sher painted mint
It has a pair of mannequin
sing out of the washing cham-
“Some people saw it out front and
came to ue th n,” he says.
“Two fellows in a pickup came by
and tried to kidnap her. The 1950s i
life.”

» Maytag and legs we brought
over. And we are adding background
music. Lots of Xavier Cugat and also
Julie London, who had an awful
voice but don’t you love it?” says
Skelley.

classic pieces so | dashed off a letter of
interest to them. Our letters literally
crossed in the mail as a day or two later
| received an invitation from

Herman Miller Inc. asking Boomerang to
be one of the first 25 retailers for the
re-introduction of their classics--seating,
tables and case goods by their iconic
designers,

Charles and Ray Eames,

George Nelson and

Isamu Noguchi. The timing was perfect
as good vintage pieces were getting
harder to find and coordinating the sale
of original pieces with current production
pieces made good business sense.

It was and remains a perfect fit.

A clipping from'S D Unionw-Tribune 1987



Through the years,
Boomerang has grown
and evolved along with
my taste and the taste of
the public, but the focus
on that magical post-war
era has remained
constant. After ten years
in this space, | was ready
for a change and |
decided to relocate

Boomerang.

HUNTING COAST TO COA

Furnishings are fair game when you know the tricks of the
trade: where to shop, how to spot a find, how to'make a

deal. Follow these insider tips before you
move in for the kill.

argains is lnh
hunting for big game:
comfortably,

gically. The prey
can be elusive and the setting
a jungle, but the rewards are
great and you may even learn
to love the thrill of the hunt.
Stalking bargain furnishings
is eminently practical. Sofas,
or
aiting for smart
shoppers who know what
, reupholstery,
iffy hardware
an do. To prove it, we dis-
patched \mn.‘un hunters in
three cities—New York, San
Diego and Dallas—with in-
structions to bag some buys.
We hope their reports will
inspire you to hit the hunting
grounds in your own area.

—Elise Vider

SAN DIEGO
by Gretchen Fallon

he need to furnish
a spare room
prompted my bar-
gain-huntin

anted to turn

the small, 11-ft. square space

ble enough to be
used later in other rooms. |
thought of designer pieces

but [ knew they would be im-

possibly expensive. But what
»ndhand vintage 1930s
0s furniture? The hunt
was on for retro furnishings.
On day one, [ spied in
pickup truck parked across

niture store in San Diego a
nd chair from the '30s
or '40s with frames made of
chromed tubular ste:
Flashes of snappy red viny
otted beneath
their makeshift gray covers.
A poke disclosed the squish
k of steel-spring

tion. Here were the

d been looking for.

Amid the leatherette-vinyl and

j tubular chrome vintage

furniture at Metro (above
right) are appliances from the
'30s '40s. Most vintage-
shop pieces lack a designer
pedigree, but not the Gilbert
Rohde three-piece sofa, a find
at $1,850 (above, far left),
upon which bargain hunter
Gretchen Fallon sits. At the
Public Guardian sale (left), one
earlybird made off with a haul
of wicker and rattan.

SAN DIEGO PHOTOGRAPHY: LAURIE BLACK &

24 Article i Family Circle spotlighting Vintage shobs inv Sawv Diego-circaw 1988



Classic Boomerang circo
1988. A "doglbone’ sofn
ond chair withvov

table!

To keep with the theme;
deliveries were made inv
either my tuwrquoise 1958
tdsel Station Wagow or
my Coral 1958
Oldsmobile Fiestow
Hordtop Wagor.
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David Skelley and Kal Powers look iike a typical fun-ioving couple from the '50s amid the furnistjngs th

Nifty ’50s

oAl  furniture

the way avthe Storeé boomerangs 1o the past.

b/ J/-I B whmi \.1][11:: :nd'will
eas ,‘2”9 i i
Kaland I inthe Soaiee TecH e ol e |

pl;VI]O, qu ire from ¢ Ar vou vsau: mbalism _nrvt\hr«-mu;l
and grey painted
shop along with
stuffed poodle
and working 4§
PW Pred{:d—a/ :A:‘rl):lhvrf a?:}‘!:r\vr;\;‘!{;‘ﬂ their

Television set.
Please see Fifties, page G4

Back to the 50s

26

dinette must have been designed for the wild at heart







As my "eye’ developed; theve was o rather
abrupt transition in Boomerang's
offerings from the atomic kitsch "dogbone
sof" approach to-a move classical modern
one inthe early-mid nineties. Ay anv
example; heve's an extremely rave paiv of
Arne Jacobsenw Swan chairs with/
molded ply legs.

I found this mint and unusual Eames set
ina mobile home in Carlgbad. The

chair legs for o dining table he had
custom made:

28
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THE MAGAZINE OF CLASSIC MCDERN STYLE + DESIGN

—

l Pierre Koenig
i Julius Shulman
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Scandinavian Greats
Lounge Music

Vicke Lindstrand
Knoll Museum
Modern Interiors
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A super rare Noguchi coffee table by Herman Miller from the late 1940'S



For several years ivv av row in the mid-nineties Boomerang showed at the Loy Angeles
Modernism show in Santa Monica. This s owr display inv 1992. We were inv very
esteemed company along side 50/Fifty and Full House from New York; LAMA,

Fat Chance and Modern One fromv L.A. It was tons of work and very expensive but very
Hamorous and fur.




The first Herman Miller for the Home display at Boomerang in 1993.
It featured, items by Eaumes, Nelson and Noguchi
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"My first memory of Boomerang....was in the Park Boulevard location in the early
1990's, when David was still in business with Jeff. Steve and I were relatively new
homeowners, and were in the process (slowly) of furnishing and decorating our
house in Solana Beach. I recall entering the shop and being stopped dead in my
tracks by the colors of the hanging Higgins rondelays.

Being seized by a consuming “I must have this” impulse, I was dismayed to learn it
was NFS-not for sale. Undeterred, I persisted: “If you ever consider selling this,
please call me.” [ insisted on leaving our phone number. Months later, David
called, saying “I spoke to the Higgins in Chicago, and they are willing to make a
comparable rondelay set.” Learning the artisans were elderly (my recollection was
that he was about 85 years old at the time), we wondered if we would ever see
receive them. Months later they arrived, neatly and securely packaged, and their
vibrant colors, undiminished over the years, have enriched our lives ever since.
This was the first major art purchase we ever made, and was to become the first of

a series of pieces we acquired over the years from David.

Over the years, as we made a habit of stopping by the shop on India Street on
Saturday social rounds, we gradually got to know other habitués. One afternoon,
Jackie and Jerry Wilson were there, and we began comparing notes. “Oh, you have
Higgins rondelays as well . . . .”

From there, it was but a short leap to musing out loud, “It would be fun to see each
others' collections.” Thus was the idea born for a series of rotating evening open
house soirees, hosted by mid-century design enthusiasts. It was great fun seeing
the variations of mid-century design thriving in environments ranging from
apartments to tract homes to mid-century and contemporary icons.  From there,
we met a delightful circle of friends, who in turn introduced us to others who have
become close friends. Raphael and Candace Lopez, on learning of our
photographic interests, introduced us to their professional stock photographer
friend, Steve Simpson. In turn, Steve “set us up” with world traveling and diving
friends, Nancy Bushnell and Gerry Soifer, who have since become dear friends."
Marie T.
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"l had just finished my first San Diego lunch at the landmark Chicken Pie
Shop in Hillcrest. A friend who was showing me the neighborhood hot spots
asked if | would like to see a store that looked like a scene from the "Jetsons"
TV series. | laughed, and said sure.....this was July 1987. As we drove up | was
dazzled by the gorgeous 1958 Edsel station wagon parked out front. We
walked in, and | was hit in the "emotional gut" by the greatest bunch of fun
stuff | had ever seen. | think | walked around with big ole dumb smile on my
face the entire time | was there which was over an hour. Two fun guys and a
girl could tell | had been smitten, and by the time | walked out the door...I had
a quite a few things to take back home to the Bay area....and a life-altering
new design path to follow. There would be many future buying trips to that
great store on Park Blvd. and my style of collecting, and even my professional
life, would be changed dramatically by this new direction in style and design.
Since that wonderful day almost a quarter century ago, | have been blessed
with the wonderful friendship and professional fun that David and | have
shared. We have bought and sold together....and from each other. | have had
the pleasure of being a guest in his amazing series of homes.....and watching
his personal collections change and mature as my own did with his influence.
A weekend in San Diego with David...both at the store and as a guest at
home...always puts new inspiration into my professional life. The fun nature
of our friendship over the years, and David's relaxed style as a host can bring
me calm and tranquility like almost no one else can. | am thrilled to be part of
the history and growth that has made BOOMERANG an important part of the
modern movement in Southern California."

John T.






2040 India St. (July 1997 to July 2007)

Yahoo! On my own again! | was so very excited to have a new
start. In searching for a new location, | made a list of potential
areas that | felt could work, from Hillcrest and Normal Heights to
La Jolla. Among them was Little Italy. | had heard good things
about it but there was not much in the way of design-oriented
business yet. My childhood friend, Elizabeth Scalice, who had
just opened Architectural Salvage there, encouraged me to settle
in this growing and diverse neighborhood. A suitable rental
space that was well situated adjacent to Assenti’s Pasta had just
opened up. It was a good size but a huge challenge to make the
space work because it was divided into nine small rooms. | had

to do invasive and expensive structural work.



The result was so worth it! Although, like the previous location, it
leaked! Damn! Buckets were my friends once again. The business continued to
grow and at last | found myself able to purchase a home of my own. My good
friend, architect Jonathan Segal offered me first choice on a house he was
designing in Little Italy. | jumped on the opportunity and am still extremely happy
living in this amazing little award-winning gem. Marvelous doors of opportunity like
this have opened for me through these years. | feel tremendously fortunate to have
met incredible people and to have formed many lifelong friendships. Additionally,

how fun is it when Vladimir Kagan walks in or Malcolm Leland or even David Byrne!

38 There was o huge amount of construction to-do-to- make this space wovk!



A page from San Diego-Home/Gardenw anmnmouncing the new shop. November 1997
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TO p A The history of
the modern still

Shops life is the subject
of the eng

« David Skelley has moved his ibition, e

year-old shop for '50s and

'60s furniture design classics

downtown and it's a first-class plethorpe’s Flower

act. This look is hotter than dies, through

ever and the 1,300-square-foot % 1998, at

space shows it off to advan- fornia

tage. You'll find period glass, Center for the

lighting and other accessories, Arts Museum

too. Boomerang, 2040 Indi (CCAM). Manny

St., Licele Iraly, 619/239-2040. Farber, Audrey
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style, you'll love Merchants Pas- man are among
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ASID (Polo Bay Interiors), have
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and garden furnishings and evocative
accessories, plus some clothing paintings of fruit
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they opened a couple of months prized by their
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like Yorkshire Pine plus youngest artist
antiques and collectibles and involved. CCAM,
mini-shops by Denise Cerro and 340 N. Escondido
Gary Woodward, who both B Escondido,
recycle furniture with whimsi- 76

cal paint and upholstery

options. Merchants Passage,

Eighth Avenue and Island

Street, downtown, 619/696-

—_— ‘ I 1146. mare

Mary Kellejian
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Volkswagen
shot
ZM g of Americaw
i et
by-styled, Je ;fli/
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Over the years on India
Street | had four very
special associates to help
me by watching the shop

one day a week--Alison

Neeley, Lisa Gooding,
Brian Asdell and David
1 Horst. Each added their
N own unique personality to

the flavor of Boomerang.
After renting all these
years, | figured | was in
the business for the long
run and began to
consider purchasing my
own building to move

Boomerang into.

Top awe Alvawr Aalto- chavirs from the 30's. Below avDunbow Tete v Tete 1956



Geovge Nelson Swag Leg
chairs from 1956 found
at awvestate in Novtiv
Park.

Swiss Tevvagga sofas in
red leather by Ubald
Klug from 1968. This set
came from an eccentric
collection I was invited
to-check out ina Mission
Valley warehouse:

Boomerang at night
-shot from the front door.
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S0 HOME

THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE « FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1998

- Boomerang onwthe
cover of

SD Home sectiov
San Diego-
Union/Tribune
in1998. It featured
a rave Spiderweb-
clock by George
Nelsonwand a
Danish Cone chair
by Verner Panton.




I o extremely fortunate to-
have been ivwited to-
furnish and style some very
impressive peviod houses:
Pierve Koenig's Stahl house
or Case Study house #22 for
Arty and Architecture
magagine 1960 isthe
pinnacle as far as I'mv
concerned:. It iy one of the
most photographed mid-
century modern houses
mAmerica
In 1998 whew Echoes
ine invited me to-
furnish and style the house;
I couddn'Cresist. I piled
everything in my small
pickup and drove to-
Hollywood, for the day. The
Stahls and Pievrve Koenig
weve theve as well as Julins
Shulman's protege’
David Glomy the
photographer.
It was o day I'L
never forget!
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1960 Case Study house #22 by Pievre Koenig: Furnished and styled by Boomerang



BELOW: Case Study House #22
architect Pierre Koenig, FAIA

View to the south and the sea, 1999. The
catwalk was added to facilitate window
washing. Lounge chair by Van Kepple-Green

Incredible soaring living space at the Case Study house #22 in Echoes magagine:



Another favorite project
was Richard Newtvav's
"Bond House' from 1962
inSan Diego-s Alvarado
Tstates. I was anv
untouched orviginal and
relatively unknowmnw at
the time: Loty of built-in
furniture; beautiful

and huge wallsy of glass
facing the view. I found
a perfect shade of sage
green to-set off the
signatwre fireplace: The
house had been
neglected but after many
months of respectful
finessing it was a show

piece once again. It was

"Classic Modern' by
Deborah Dietsch in 2000.
Sadly the house was
"tmproved' some years
later and that beautiful
oviginal patina on the
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Sav Diego- Home/Gavden magagine cover withyNeutra's
Bond howse and furniture by Boomerang.  July 2002.




In 2005 the historic Solomon Apartmenits by architect Henrvy Hester was purchased
and conwerted into- condominivwms. It was renamed 3200 Sixth and Boomerang
funished and styled the model penthouse (above) and two- other unity: The
penthouse had a pewter fireplace hood and sparkly granite hearth

50



This unit at 3200 faces Balbow Pawk
and features a Grasshopper chair,

This units' master bedvoom has a Case
Study bed and Nelson Bubble lamp
sconce:
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Here iy av loft space
called ModDowm in
Middletown. The
buidding is o
conwverted machine
shop buidt in the
1950's. Boomerang
furnished and styled
the model unit.




MOdermIsm

DECO > MID-CENTURY > POP > POST-MODERN MAGAZINE

| Boomerang
design featured
onthe cover of
Modernism
Magagine i
2003. Award
winning author
Cara Greenberg
wrote the awticle:
This shot features
a Gretw Grossman
Grasshopper lamp,
Charles Eames
Sofa Compact;
Geovge Nelsow
Miniature
Jewelry Chest;

tero-Saawinen

U.S. $6.¢

“‘l “ | | m |
7447094634 l“
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For Boomerang's 20th anniversary I uwited my dear
friend jogy singer Peggy Claive to-perform. She brought
her guwys and we had a very special and swinging
evening: I'l never forget it or her. She is greatly missed.
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San Diego’s only Modernism show was held at the Community Concourse downtoww in 2005.

The weekend included, modern architecture tours, and symposiwms and lectures with local experts
and awchitecty of the davy. The honored guest speaker was the always anmusing and mawvelous
Juliws Shudmewy. Heve was Boomerang's display front and center.
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Beautiful works in Ceramic and Wood

For several years running; Boomerang featured local and

national artisty and crafispeople in av revolving exhibition
gallery space created in the center of the shop. The first one in

2004 spotlighted Dot Kimura and MinKoide: Subsequent | sl B

Boomerang for modern

shows featured Nathown Gluck; Higgins Glass, 2040 India Street
Josh Hermany, Matt Devine; (who-also-budt the space) 5‘"'0':;"2‘;-9‘:“::“"
Malcolm Leland; Jevemy Gercke and Homer Delawie: e




This issue of Sanw Diego-
Home/Gardew spotlighted
Rudolph Shindler's 1926

historic Pueblo-Ribawvar

cottages in la Jolla:
Boomerang supplied the
Alvar Aalto-chaivy and
Noguchi coffee table for
the shot.
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Best Preservation of a

Pergola shelters outdoor dining area. Landscaper

H/ ‘-[0}.['(- [{/)// se Vonn Marie May based ber design — including

square concrete pavers — on Schindler’s own plans.
Photography by Roland Bishop I i i B

Owner: Roy Hagen
Architect: Jeffrey D. Shorn, AlA

but he lived
of the

CON




760/742-4561
Architect: Kevin deFreitas, Architects 619/
Bedspread: Crate & Barrel 7 3
g 619/295-6600.

858/558-4545
Kicc! inets: IKEA
619/563-IKEA
Furniture and potrery: Boomerang for Modern. 204
619/239-2040

he 1,600 square-foot residence seems larger. Hardwood floors are laid

sthwise to make thing 'm spacious. A creative floor plan provides flexible

ng. With windows on just two sides of the building, bringing light in was

imount.

he first floor is given over to a home office and bath that double as a guest
The wall facing the hall is floor-to-ceiling obscure ribbed s to let in

t. The stainless-steel risers on the stairs between floors also reflect light into
pace.

ABOVE: Living room on the second
floor is furnished with pieces by Charles
Eames, Pierre Paulin and other mid-
century designers. Kitchen has IKEA
cabinets above and custom red cedar
cabinets below. OPPOSITE: Dining
room can be closed off from kitchen
with pocket doors.

For this photo-shoot for
San Diego-Home/Garden
Magagine; architect
Kevin Defreitas’s newly
built row homes inSanv
Diego's East Village
featwred o cragy
Rosewood and Yellow
leather Eames lounge
and ottoman as well as av
Swrfboard table: The
blue chaivs from the
1960's ave by

Prevve Paulivu

57



THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE: The
living room puts you amid the
treetops in a forest of eucalyptus.
trees. Pieces of classic Mid-century
furniture live happily in this aerie.
Coconut chairs were designed by
George Nelson for Herman Miller.
Eames Compact sofa is served by a
George Nelson Platform bench table
and an Eames prototype LTR table.
Behind a LeKlint Danish lamp is an
Eames folding screen.

Sophistication, high style and design, that’s what
this client wanted. Built for the speculative mar-
the house is owned by a sing a for-

mer San Diegan — who works in real estate

development in Manhattan. This dream project
turned out so well the owner thought for a time
about returning home and moving in. September
11 nixed that plan. There's too much that has to be
done in New 5

What makes this house seem like it was born on
the drafting table of Richard Neutra or Rudolph
Schindler, two Vienna-born architects who started
shocking neighbors in Southern California with




This beautiful new house
by Havnmaky, Gabviel and
Wells is tucked away inv
South Mission hills and
Boomerang was called in
to-fiwnish it for this
photo-shoot for San Diego-
Home/Garden Magagine
2005, The furnishings
include loty of Herman
Miler...Coconut chairs;
Sofa Compact; Platform
Bench and o rave
rosewood Folding Screen
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In the summer of 2006 Boomerang displayed a retrospective of the works of
Madcolm Leland: The show featured items from hisg pevsonal collection exclusively.
He also-designed the show space within Boomerang:
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"David's shop was our first stop when we moved to San Diego in 1998 - what a
delight to find terrific vintage mid-century design plus new signature classics. And
as we've moved three times since then, David's keen sense of design has been a
constant - a visit to his store to see what's new and have a chat is a fine Saturday
tradition. And, another talent of David's: Introductions. We have meat many new
fascinating people, brought together by David.

Heather J.

"Boomerang for Modern has been our source for answers to mid-century
architecture and furniture questions. David is a mid-century treasure trove of

information!”
Gertie and Allan S.



"l remember the first time | walked into Boomerang (in the former location). | saw
furniture that was unfamiliar to me, but that | instantly admired and
appreciated. David was using words like “mid-century” and “Eames”; | didn’t care
about the terminology-I just knew that these were some of the coolest designs I’d
ever seen. Since that time, I’ve acquired a few pieces of mid-century design, and
I’ve even learned what “mid-century” and “Eames” mean. I’m also proud to say
that “mid-century”, as first introduced to me at Boomerang, is now the central
design element for my own retail business.

So, thanks David and thanks Boomerang. Thanks for educating me, influencing my
business design, and making the world a little more beautiful place.

Here’s to 25 more."

Chris R.

"I'll always remember the first time | walked into Boomerang. You told me you
already knew of and admired my work. It was a nice ego boost for me in those
days!"

Malcolm L.






2475 Kettner BIl. (September 2007 to present)

The shops evolution continued when architect Brett Farrow
contacted me concerning a new commercial project he was
planning in Little Italy North. At last an opportunity to own my
own business space! | couldn’t pass it up. Especially when the
architect lets me collaborate on the interior layout. In his new
ten-unit project he calls West Laurel Studios, | was fortunate
enough to get the pick of the litter. This incredible space is the
culmination of my many years of work in mid-century design and
architecture. The soaring spaces showcase the furnishings to
their best advantage. The story here on Kettner is just starting to
unfold and this northern end of Little Italy is beginning to blossom

with interesting and compatible shops, galleries and eateries.
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Mid-century mod
These walnut storage
cabinets with laminate
face details and a steel

base are a local riff on

classic Nelson and Eames
pieces. They arrive just
in time to spruce up

the dining or any other
room for the holidays.
Wood artisan Joey
Vaisuso, metal sculptor
Matt Devine and shop
owner David Skelley
collaborated on the
design. Custom finishes
and configurations
available. Boomerang for
Modern, Lictle Italy.

= Silver song
Birds of sterling silver
fused and painted onto
s white ceramic dishes
provide the right glitz

for holiday entertaining.

Emilio Castillo La Jolla,
La Jolla.

I tried my hand once
move at fuwniture
design and together
withe Matt Devine and
Joey Viasusso-created
these storage units for
San Diego-
FHome/Garden
featured them on this
page from the
November 2007 issue:




Herve ave two- different views of the cuvvent
location showing a view of the second floor
down to- the street taken from the third
Aoor megganine; and one of the main level
which has a move intimate feel.



Living roomv at o Palmer and Kreisel howme in Lo Jolov styled by Boomerang.



Above s the view from the rear of the middle level toward

Kettner Bowlevard:. Right s a fabulous Danish Teak
credenga by Arne Vodder circa-1958.
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Luxe magagine premier issue July 2008 spotlighting vauwious San Diego-dealers

Sl B MAKER S

Vintage- and antique-shop owners have long regarded the
trend of mixing vintage furniture and collectible pieces into
any style, whether a home is modern or traditional. As the
concept catches on with designers and homeowners, there has
been a surge of high-end vintage and antique shops dedicated
to promoting fashionable wares from every era. In this issue of
LUXE, five Californians in the know about all things vintage

share their appreciation for fine antiques and collectibles.




Where do you source your merchandise?

These days, happily, people come to me. When
they're ready to sell, they call me up. They want
their items to go to a place where people will
appreciate them. | prefer it that way, too, because
then | also get the stories behind the pieces, and

1 like that. | can look at a vintage item and know
intimately where it came from, what the people who
owned it were like and what kind of lives they led

What's your most recent best find?
A sculpture by Leo Amino. It's a biomorphic
sculpture from 1951, and a prized piece

What should homeowners splurge on?
Something that they would consider keeping for
the rest of their lives, whether it's something to sit
on or look at. | would encourage them to choose
something with an eye of permanence rather than
with a fleeting, faddish desire.

What is your own home like?

It's a city house in Little Italy, and it probably has
one of the smallest footprints in the city. It's 24" by
25, consisting of three floors plus a roof garden. It
has wonderful city and bay views and high ceilings.

Favorite design icon?
Charles Eames. The Eameses are very inspirational
They changed the face of American decorative arts.

Which item in your own home

would you never part with?

| have a mobile that was given to me by some dear
friends. It's a Van Keppel-Green from the early
1960s. It's beautiful and unusual

Since the ince rn in July of

e of mid-century design and keen

srecition of asstistic ntellens bae wiired Shesirnig

vith a thriving

location in San Diego's historic Little Italy, Boomerang for
Modern continues to uphold Jition of offering
high-quality selections that embody a sense of wonder
1 offer serious items,” Skelley says. “But at the same time,
there’s a lighthearte and an uplifting quality to
e ! elected, vintage furnishing
a 1C devoted fascination with the
hapes, contour aterials a lors of Post-World War
11 d 1, enchanting admirers and
ollectors with whim d 1sual pi of histor

a1 first

ested in vintage,” Skelley says. “But today, it is an explosive

trend, and I'm proud to be a part of that awakening

FURNITURE FIND
Eames Leather Sofa, $6,975

boomerangformodern.com




| ! (J & smith+noble

CUSTOM |NDS+SHAD¥S
MADE TO YOUR SIZES
' \ il /

UP TO 70° LOWER THAN sr&‘

ON YOUR QRDER

R ROOM TO REFLECT YOUR STYLE, P40-41




Previous page: Smith+Noble catalog cover shoot.

This page: One of several unity designed by architect Jonathaw Segal that I have
furnished and styled for vawious photo- shooty over the years. This one iy at the
Uniow Lofty project in Golden Hill:
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Cover Sanw Diego-
Home/Gardenw magagine
July 2008 featuring
Larvy Richard's Bay
House inPoint Loma: A
cragy tiny jewel of a
house: The wide open
lving room herve uses
Vessel/Architectuwral
Pottery for a coffee tuble
and five pit supplied by
Boomerang.
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MODERN '
BY DESIGN

GREEN AND
GORGEOUS IN
BANKERS HILL

Cover Sanv Diego-At Home 2006
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“

And so it continues....on to the next 25 years!

| must acknowledge the support of mény incredible people (you
know who you are) and would specifically like to express my
appreciation to my wonderful and talented p‘a[_tner, Kurt Stell, as
well as to the various business, associations and groups | have
been associated with...and still am. Namely (especially) Herman
Miller for the Home (who generously helped sponsor this book),
Vitra design museum, Higgins Glass, Cherner Chair, Flensted,
Roland Simmons, Stelton of Denmark, Modernica, Jazz 88, San
Diego Home/Garden magazine Aparticularly Phyllis Van Doren,
senior editor), San Diego magazine, San Diego Union-Tribune,
Luxe magazine, Riviera magazine, Modernism magazine and
Echoes magazine. It continues 'to. be an exciting, challenging
and rewarding journey. Stick around, there is more to come!

David Skelley

Boomerang
FOR MODERN









True love. Not often does one have the opportunity to be so
influenced by someone or something that they are positively
changed forever. Such, however, has been the case with
countless numbers of people who have crossed the threshold
of "Boomerang for modern" during the last quarter century and
been infected with the mid-century design bug and the
hospitality and spirit of David Skelley. David embodies
excellence, diligence, graciousness and generosity, and the
business he has built and nurtured is more than just a
business.

Like any living entity, Boomerang’s life has been one of
progressive evolution, starting during the Fabulous Fifties
craze of the mid-1980’s and eventually becoming San Diego's
premier source for classic modern design. David has
consistently pioneered the way for others to follow. Design
maven and nexus at once, David has been the link between
classic modern design in San Diego and the rest of the world.

Then again, if you are holding this book, you probably know a
lot of this already. As a customer for nearly all of the years, |
remember with joy the times David holds “Saturday Court,”
taking my wife-to-be to Boomerang on our first date, and the
birth of my son on the evening of one of our famous modern
dinners. Boomerang and David are more than just a store and
a friend to so many of us. Boomerang is family.

This leads me back to the first comment--true love--for the
store, for the stuff, but most importantly for David and all the
cherished friends who over the years have shared in this very
special thing called "Boomerang for modern." The first 25
years have been a blast, David. Here’s to the next 25 and
beyond!

Bryan Forward




